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From the Minister’s Desk:  

Dear Friends, 

As we begin the liturgical season called ‘Advent’, it is a 

reminder to us that the significant and precious feast of 

our faith called ‘Christmas’ is approaching. So, the 

message to us is: PREPARE! But, “prepare what?” ... 

“prepare how?”  

Since the beginning of November. I already noticed the 

secular signs of Christmas, such as Christmas trees, 

advertisements, and other decorations on display around 

the city and shops of London. The same is most probably 

also true in your travels.  

Many people have already been, or are in the process of, buying Christmas presents for loved ones and 

friends. For some, this whole exercise becomes stressful in deciding what to buy, in running around from store 

to store to find the right product for the right price, in trying to keep within and not to blow out the budget. 

For others, this is the one time of the year when contacts will be renewed and friendships kept alive through 

the sending and receiving of Christmas cards (or emails!). For others still, this will be a time to remember 

those who are less fortunate and, through the distribution of Christmas hampers, White Gift projects and 

white socks for My Sister’s Place, will bring some cheer to the needy. If done for the right reasons, all these 

things are obviously very good and positive, because it reaches out to others, it strengthens bonds of 

relationships and, hopefully, contributes to building a better world.  

However, all this is only the external preparations and, as important and necessary as they are, Advent is 

more than this. So often Advent becomes the season we play in the background while we neurotically work 

our heads off preparing to celebrate Christmas. We get whisked away in doing all the external preparations of 

work and planning and buying that we arrive at the celebration of Christmas exhausted. This is not what 

Advent is about!  



Rather, Advent is the season of “waiting” and “longing” and “expectation”. Advent is that liturgical, prayerful 

time that invites us to make an internal, spiritual preparation – not for something important, but for someone 

special, Jesus. 

I remember one year being asked by a friend what I would like for Christmas, and I replied: “Nothing! Don’t 

worry about buying me anything because I don’t really need anything.” Of course, I knew that she would go 

ahead and buy me something anyway! But her question drew me inside and got me reflecting because, later 

on, I was prompted to ask myself the same question: “What do I really want for Christmas this year?”, which, 

in turn, led me to ask the deeper Advent question: “What am I yearning for?” In my reflection on this 

question, I came to understand that my “yearnings” are not really concerned with those external things which 

are so easily purchased; rather, my “yearnings” are for those deeper, more wholesome gifts of peace, and joy, 

and mercy, and contentment which only God can give, and which God does give – if we let God in. This is our 

ultimate purpose: to let God in. When all the world is about “doing”, our prime concern as people of faith is 

about “letting” – letting God in, letting God do.  

With all the preparations that you will be making in the lead up to welcoming Christ in a new and fresh way 

this Christmas, try to make time during these weeks of Advent to reflect on the Advent question: “What are 

you yearning for?”, and commit to make greater room in your life to let God in.  

I wish you every blessing in your preparation, contemplation and celebration during this Advent and Christmas 

time. May your yearning bear fruits of hope, peace, joy, and love.  

Blessings to you,  Wendy 

Rev. Wendy Noble 

Doggie Tales from Maddie: 

 

  As some of you already know Maddie gained her 

angel wings in September. I thought that you might 

want to know that she is now on the other side of the 

rainbow bridge. She is no longer in pain and free from 

her suffering. In spite of her health decline, she 

retained her Westie spunk and enjoyed her nightly 

“walkies” up to  her last few days. The position of 

“Doggie Reporter” is now open and will be accepting 

applications in the near future. Thank you to all that 

have expressed interest and delight in Maddie’s 

stories. 

Blessings,  Rev. Wendy (on behalf of Maddie) 

(Artwork by Jim Traquair, photo by Diane Cuppels 

Inspired by Madagan (Maddie)) 

 



 
Spirituality  Report 
Submitted by Darlene Burnett   
 
The Church New Year began on Sunday November 27th, Advent 1, with 25 Members taking communion. The 
Sanctuary was decorated and looked very festive.  Thank you to the Spirituality Committee for their decorating 
and a special thank you to Val Hodgins for the beautiful poinsettias she provided for our Christmas season. 
 
Sunday October 9th we welcomed Robert Allan McNee Trinidad and his extended family to our congregation for 
Robbie’s Baptism. 
Rowntree donated 168 lbs of perishables (15 lbs of carrots from the church garden) and 23 lbs non-perishables 
to the London & Area Food Bank. 
 
We welcomed our new Music Director, Ryan Baxter, to our church on October 16th. It is great to have Ryan and 
the choir providing music for us each Sunday.  Thank You! 
 
Sunday November 6th we celebrated Remembrance Sunday at Rowntree with Fraser Gibson Piping for our 
worship service.  
 
Sunday November 13th we held a Memorial service to remember Rowntree Friends that had passed away during 
Covid and we were unable to gather to share Worship with their Families at the time.  Family members in 
attendance lit candles for their loved ones, 29 candles were lit that day. 
 
Sunday November 27th Advent 1, we lit the candle for Hope (Blue) 
 

Sunday December 3rd Advent 2, we will light the candle for Peace (Blue) 
 
Sunday December 11th Advent 3, we will light the candle for Joy (Pink).  
We will have the Vietnamese Church worshiping with us at our 9:30 
service.  The Vietnamese Church will be meeting at Rowntree weekly in 
the afternoons but due to the Forest City Singers concert this afternoon 
they will join us for our morning worship. 
 
Sunday December 18th Advent 4, we will light the candle for Love (Blue) 
 
Saturday December 24th Christmas Eve service, we will light the Christ 
candle at Rowntree during our Candle light Service at 7:30 pm.  
 
There will be no service on Sunday December 25th and our Sunday 
January 1st service will be a Zoom service only at 10:00 am.  Come in your 
pajamas and slippers with a warm beverage and some Christmas goodies. 
 

Sunday January 29th, 2023 will be Rowntree’s Anniversary Service at 10:30 am and Dundas is invited to join us 
for this service. 
WISHING EVERYONE A WARM AND MERRY CHRISTMAS!  

******************** 

 Get your relatives speaking to one another again by sending a heartfelt Christmas card with the picture of 

your family with an extra child nobody knows!!  



  Some Big News for Rowntree – we have a second congregation renting parts our building as of Nov 16: 

The London Vietnamese Alliance Church! Their services run from 1-7 on Sundays. They moved out of the 

Salvation Army building on Huron near the Beacock library as this building is becoming more of a 

community centre.  Here is some info:  

A Brief Background:  The London Vietnamese Alliance Church, by David Ebert  
 

 
 The London Vietnamese Alliance Church is part of the Association of Vietnamese Alliance Churches in 
Canada (AVAC), which is part of the Canadian Christian and Missionary Alliance. The church was founded by a 
few Vietnamese-immigrant families that regularly met at their homes in the early 1990s, and was formally 
established in 1992.  
 The church currently has two main ministries, Vietnamese Speaking-Ministry (consisting of mostly first-
generation Vietnamese immigrants), and English Speaking-Ministry, also known as EM, (consisting of mostly 
children, youth, and second-generation Vietnamese in Canada. Within the English Speaking-Ministry, there are 
four other ministries: Children 1 (age: 2-5), Children 2 (age: 6-9), Children 3 (age: 10-13), Youth-Adult (age: 
14+). Although, most of our English Speaking-Ministry are second-generation Vietnamese, we have other 
ethnic English-speaker that worship and fellowship with us.  
 

Some of our Leadership people from left to right: 

Danny Do: Elder Chair, Vietnamese speaker, Sunday School and Bible Study Thursday night 

Sonny Tran: Elder, Tuesday Prayer Group Leader, Vietnamese Sunday School 

Quynh Nguyen: Elder, Treasurer, Sunday School Leader,  David Ebert:  Elder, EM Speaker 

Khuong Pham: EM Speaker 

 

 
 

 

More of our Leadership people from left to right: Lily Mai: Sun. School C2 and C3 , Esther Kim: Children’s Ministry 

Director, Grace Hoa Nguyen: Sun. School C1 and C2 , Giang Nguyen: Sun. School C1, Jennifer Lam: Sun. school C2 

Hien Thi Thu Nguyen: Sunday School C1  

 

 
 



 

Rowntree Fundraising – Past, Present & Future 

 

There have been some busy times this fall at Rowntree as we ease our way back into in-person fundraising.  

On September 10th, we held our first-ever fall sale.  On Saturday, November 26th, the annual Poinsettia Bazaar 

returned in-person (same day, new time and location) and on Sunday, December 11th all are invited to enjoy 

the music of the Forest City Singers for their first Christmas Concert since December 2019.   

Who of us in December 2019 could have imagined what challenges the coming years would bring?  Has 

fundraising at our churches and charitable organizations been forever changed by the circumstances of the 

past three years? Will we ever again have 100 people sitting down to dine together in Rowntree’s Friendship 

Hall?  

Is there a need to explore new and inventive opportunities to keep fundraising in our community alive?  Some 

have indicated that Rowntree does a good job of fundraising but feel that we could do even better. Admittedly 

the current climate has made fundraising difficult.  We are certainly open to suggestions for future events but, 

for now, let’s recognize and celebrate the successes of 2022.      

September 10th Fall Fling (Summer’s End) Sale 

Rowntree was one of 23 participants representing our community in the Carling Heights Optimist 

Neighbourhood Street Sale on Saturday, September 10th. 

A barbecue lunch of ham-on-a-bun and hot dogs was served in the Brampton Road parking lot.  Masked 

shoppers were invited into Rowntree’s Friendship Hall where books, bargains, and baking were available.  The 

sale netted a total of $1,150 for Rowntree.  A true team effort with sufficient volunteers, contributions, and 

donations made it a manageable first attempt.   

November 26th Poinsettia Bazaar 

With one sale behind us, we soldiered on enthusiastically to preparing for the Poinsettia Bazaar.  Early reports 

indicate that this sale netted in excess of $1,800.   

While it was a return to the pre-2020 in-person bazaar, there were noticeable differences.  To accommodate 

the Little Kickers Soccer winter training camp which is in the gym on Saturday mornings, the bazaar was held 

on the lower level in the afternoon.  The time was shortened from three hours to two hours based on previous 

shopping patterns; most shoppers arrive in the first hour and the number of shoppers has decreased.  Masking 

and physical distancing was encouraged by volunteers and shoppers alike.  No lunch or tea-room was offered.  

Also owing to the rising cost of supplies and the strain on volunteers, no meat or apple pies were on offer this 

year.  

What we did offer was our ever-popular holiday bake table including jams and jellies prepared in the 

Rowntree kitchen, tables brimming with knitting and other craft items, previously-loved Christmas treasures, 

books and jigsaw puzzles galore, and a modest offering of toys and games, as well as Glen Thompson on piano 

playing all of our holiday favourites.  The Toonie Table did not disappoint with over 40 donated items ranging 

from air fryers to golf packages to Barbie dolls and everything in between.  Again, some lucky shoppers were 

overjoyed to be multiple winners and are excited to return in 2023. 



Personally, I was encouraged and delighted when one of the first customers to the bake table was a previous 

shopper looking for my holiday puddings which she had been buying for at least the last three years of our in-

person bazaar. 

A huge thank you to all who contributed of their time, talents, and treasures to both the September and 

December sales.  Neither would have been possible without you. 

December 11th Forest City Singers Holiday Concert  

I am so excited to attend the Forest City Singers concert ‘Tis the Season! which will be presented in the 

Rowntree sanctuary on Sunday, December 11th at 2:00 p.m.  Surely, you’ve all missed them as much as I have. 

Please spread the news!  Tell your neighbours, friends, and family what a fantastic event this promises to be.  

Tickets are $15 each and can be purchased by seeing Judy Watson after church services on Sunday or 

contacting her at (226) 998-2106 or judywatson914@gmail.com.  

Thank you all for your support and all the best of the Christmas season to you and yours.  

 by Maryjane Jolliffe 

***************** 

 
ELUCO ( East London United Church Outreach) News  (web site is https://www.eluco.ca/ ) 
 
On November 20th Rowntree was fortunate to have Nancy Howard, community worker for ELUCO, as our 
guest speaker. Several people commented on what they learned about ELUCO. 
 
The Christmas Party is cancelled again this year. 
Nancy is busy getting ready for Christmas Share. 
She also is working with people in her community who need assistance with various events taking place within 
their families. Anxiety and loneliness is an issue for many. 
They have come to rely on Nancy and she is always willing to help. 
 
ELUCO Food Cupboard 
The numbers continue to go up. 
We have surpassed the total for all of last year. 
The Harvest Bucks continue to be popular. 
The clients are happy to be able to get fresh produce. 
All donations are greatly appreciated. 
 
ELUCO Walk and Roll for Families annual fundraiser was a huge success. 
Total raised was.$9,716.00. 
Thanks to all who supported this event. 
 
Welcome Wednesday lunch program at Rowntree  
Our clients returned to an indoor meal on November 2nd. 
Doors open at 11:30 am and the meal is served at noon. 
Some people come still expecting takeout. 
Some of our kitchen volunteers have returned and that is a big help. 
There is more help required to serve a meal inside.                   submitted by Judy White    

mailto:judywatson914@gmail.com
https://www.eluco.ca/


 
 
Sometimes what appears to be a terrible thing can turn out to be surprisingly good. Take the Mars rover ‘Spirit’  
for instance.  In 2006 one of Spirits 6 wheels broke: the rover could move but this wheel dug a gouge in the 
ground. This unintended trench ended up exposing Silica. Silica is associated with water. So the discovery of 
ancient water on the planet came out of this ‘bad luck’.  
 

 

What's another new and exciting at RUC?  Well...VON is on site.   

 
Come sign up please all those who are 55+ for a  free blood pressure clinic and Congregate Dining 
Program.  The new programs started November 3 2022 and now that December is upon us here are dates you 
will need to remember: 
Dec 1 Free blood pressure clinic 11am to 12pm / Games and snacks 12pm to 1:30pm 
Dec 8 Free blood pressure clinic 11am to 12pm / Craft group 12pm to 1pm (prepay$5.00) 
Dec 15 Free blood pressure clinic 11am to 12pm /Christmas Lunch 12pm to 1pm ( prepay $5.00) 
 

A message from  Maryjane Jolliffe about the new VON programming  

One of the goals of Rowntree’s Visioning Committee is to raise awareness of Rowntree United Church in our 
community.  We aspire to be a 7-day-a-week faith community, offering a variety of activities to bring people 
into our church building.   The committee agreed that one of our focus groups would be seniors who might 
want to take advantage of daytime activities.  VON programming is for seniors 55 and over and programs are 
operated during day time hours at various locations throughout the community. 

As I have been attending VON SMART (Seniors Maintaining Active Roles Together) exercise classes since I 
retired, I took it upon myself as a member of the Visioning Committee to reach out to my contact at VON.  My 
hope was to get an exercise class into the church – our name is on a waiting list for a daytime exercise class 
once VON returns to more in-person classes.  People may want to know that they can also register with VON 
to attend Zoom classes at home by logging in on their computer, the same as they do for Zoom church 
services.  I have been attending exercise classes via Zoom three times a week since the start of Covid.  The 
SMART Program Supervisor for Middlesex-Elgin is Jillian Maracle and she can be reached by calling 519-659-
2273 ext. 22389.  

 The two programs that we have secured at Rowntree started on Thursday, November 3rd.   

1) The Blood Pressure Clinic is available every Thursday from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon. Free for 55+  
2)  It is followed by the Congregate Dining program which provides “social opportunities to bring people 

together which may include meals, recreational and learning activities”, some of which are subject to a $5 
fee to pay for supplies.  It is scheduled from 12:00 Noon to 1:00 or 2:00 p.m. depending on the 
activity.  While it is officially called the Congregate Dining program, it is so much more than that. 

 On November 10th, there was a free Spaghetti & Meatball lunch to introduce the program.  On November 
17th, they prepared a chicken stir-fry together.  November 24th was a free “movie and snacks” day.  December  



1st was a free "games and snacks” day.  A new calendar is provided every month and is available at the 
Brampton Street entrance or on our web site.  The calendar includes activities such as a meal served by the 
VON staff and volunteers, cooking together in the kitchen, movies and snacks, game days including 
shuffleboard ( 2023 )  and craft days.   

 The leader of the program, Ashlynn Aspden, is very enthusiastic about the program and is open to suggestions 
if people have other interests they would like to share as a group.  For any of the activities which have a fee, 
people need to register and pay in advance.  They can do so by dropping in at Rowntree any Thursday to 
introduce themselves to Ashlynn or contact her through the VON London office at 519-659-2273. 

 The group is currently quite small (with an attendance of 4 – 6) but Ashlynn assures us that it takes a while for 
the word to spread and the group to grow.  Freda and Eleanor have been attending.  This program would be a 
great opportunity for any seniors who live on their own and are looking for additional social interaction and 
Rowntree members who previously attended Loonie Coffee or the Euchre Club.  They can get together once a 
week while sitting back and letting someone else do the work.  One other important thing is that you do not 
have to make a commitment to attend every week.  Except for the days that you have to pre-register, you 
come on the days that you want. 

 Hopefully this information boosts your interest in this very worthwhile programming. Please Come out.  

This all sounds fantastic...Thank you Maryjane for sharing your insight to the new programs. 

 Submitted by Lynn Patterson 

 

Welcome to Laura Wilkes- our new Office Assistant  

We welcome Laura Wilkes as our Administrative Assistant as of December 1.  Laura has been the Admin 

Assistant at Dundas Street Centre United Church for the past 14 years and will be working for both 

churches.  Information about Laura's hours at RUC will be determined soon. 

Ministry and Personnel Committee  

 

The Survey Said:  We want a 7 day a Week Church  

 

Thank You to the many people who responded to the September Survey. Your comments were very 

informative and provide very clear direction to the board on how you want Rowntree to grow post covid. 

We asked if you wanted to try and make Rowntree a 7 day a week Church and you responded with an 

emphatic Yes!  

This has already started organically and the weekly calendar of events is filling up. Most notably with: 

VON sponsored program on Thursday’s which all Rowntree members and friends are encouraged to join. See 

the separate article for more details. 



Little Kickers a soccer(football) program for 2- to 6-year-olds is using the gym Saturday mornings over the 

winter.  

We welcomed the London Vietnamese Alliance Church on November 20th. They will be using the Church for 

Worship Services Sunday afternoon’s beginning at 1:00 PM and one or more other days for Bible study groups.  

 

The second most requested item in the survey response was  “more recreational events”. We will discuss at 

the December board to encourage more recreational events. Consider this encouragement to propose and 

even organize events that you, Rowntree members, friends and neighbors might enjoy.  

The Visioning committee is also working on enhanced communication of the many activities at Rowntree. 

These include: 

Updating the bulletin boards to ensure events and volunteer opportunities are seen by all people who come 

into our building. 

A letter to all groups using the Church was written and shared providing information on all activities and 

volunteer opportunities in the Church and to encourage them to join additional activities. 

Brian Kominek  

 

Nov 13 – A Special Memorial Service  
 
 In the pandemic many funeral services were delayed or held privately. With this in mind  we held a special 
memorial service for all our friends who died over the past 2 ½ years. Here are those people;  
 

    
 

   
 



   
 
 

          
  

                                                                                         
 
 
We also remember Helen Ruth Brown who passed away Nov 12 2022. Helen Ruth 
played in the Gospel Band and also sang tenor in the choir. Helen Ruth was  a loyal 
member of the U.C.W. 
       

 
 

 



Truth and Reconciliation News  

 Want to stay informed on Indigenous relations? LITS (London Indigenous Teaching and Sharing Circle) in 

collaboration with the Huron Heights Community Association plan and organize public and private workshops 

which provide participants the opportunity to engage in meaningful and transformative dialog and reflect on 

the core values of reconciliation. More info at   COMMUNITY INITIATIVES (hhca-london.ca)  

  I attended one of their zoom workshops on Nov 9- entitled ‘ Who Are We- The Metis People of this Land’ , 

hosted by Gloria Thomson. It was an interesting session, very personal, about her life growing up with a Metis 

father who spoke the michif language and tried to live his life as close to Indigenous ways as he could; he 

hunted and fished to provide the family food but they lived in the city. Growing up, Gloria was not 

comfortable being Metis and wanted to be white like her school friends. It is interesting to hear the other side 

of Louis Riel. To the Metis he is a hero for representing the people of Manitoba. To then prime minister Sir 

John A McDonald, he was a villain, who he could have commuted his death sentence but instead said  ‘ He 

shall hang though every dog in Quebec bark in his favour’.   / Brad McMurray  

 

Communications at Rowntree  

The Communications Committee is composed of Lynn Patterson, Brad McMurray with assistance from Brian 

Kominek. We publish this newsletter – The Acorn – as well as manage the technical aspects of the Sunday 

services; the sound and now, with Zoom, the video and manage the web site. The web site 

https://rowntreechurch.ca/  has an improved calendar with all the new programs and established mid-week 

groups and meeting times.  

Zoom   

With the pandemic, we and many other church’s have gone to some form of online presence for the service. 

We now have almost the same number logged in on zoom as are in person for the Sunday service. Our Zoom 

services have been inconsistent as far as the quality, some of this is our 30+ year old sound equipment and 

sometimes there are just too many small problems for one person to deal with . For the audience, a couple of 

things to keep in mind when you’re logged in; please turn off your sound when you first log in, there may be a 

conversation already going, if your sound is on, it can be very interruptive. Also keep in mind your video:  If 

you have your video on, remember its shared to everyone logged in- so if you are eating, if you have to be 

leaving & rejoining the service, you may want to stop your video; swipe the screen or move your mouse and 

you should have some options appear to stop audio or video. If you have problems you cant solve, call or text 

me at 226 376 0231.  

With the age of some of our equipment, we are looking at doing some upgrades ie with a new sound mixer, 

microphones and speakers.    / Brad McMurray  

 

Rowntree Opportunities …. Have you Considered Volunteering ?  

 Rowntree is a dynamic church with many positive changes happening this year and into 2023.  We live out our 

mission in our neighbourhood by hosting two meal programs and many other community programs- see our 

web site/ Outreach .  Our building strives to be as green as possible with updated boilers ( 2019) and new 

http://www.hhca-london.ca/community-initiatives/lits-circles/
https://rowntreechurch.ca/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=rowntreemuc%40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FToronto
https://rowntreechurch.ca/outreach-activities/outreach/


windows ( 2020). We supply fresh vegetables to the ELUCO food cupboard from our garden. Most of the work 

is done by volunteers, by people just like YOU!   

We have many specific areas you might consider volunteering; on helping with one of our meal programs, 

ushering, helping with our Sunday service, helping with the building, lawn or garden maintenance, with our 

sound equipment or updating our web site. Whatever your talents are, we’d appreciate your consideration. 

Contact one of the co-chairs; Brad McMurray @ 226-376-0231, Brian Kominek @ 519 636 9615 or Phyllis 

Brady @ 519 439 8871 to discuss.  

*************************** 

 

 

 

Hopefully see your Dec 24 at 7:30 at our Christmas Eve service.  

****************************** 

The Acorn is published by the Communications Committee of Rowntree Memorial 
United Church and edited by Brad McMurray. Articles for the next edition are due March 31, 
2023. Comments or articles can be emailed  to wbmcmurray55@hotmail.com or left in the 
Communications mail slot at Rowntree. Stories are much more effective with pictures as  ‘a 
picture is worth a thousand words’, so please try to include a picture.  

 You can also visit our web site at www.rowntreechurch.ca to find our weekly church 
service, more info on who we are, what we do, what we believe in and how you can support 
us. And look for us on Facebook.  

 Rowntree Memorial United Church is located at 156 Elliott St, London, our phone number is 
519-432-8075.  

mailto:wbmcmurray55@hotmail.com
http://www.rowntreechurch.ca/

