
 

 

 

Dear London Conference, 

Our Conference has committed to the process of becoming an Affirming 

Ministry, which means being inclusive of people of all sexual orientations 

and gender identities – and extending such inclusion to others. We do so 

because of the life and ministry of Jesus who modelled such outlook and 

behaviour. 

 

One of his common instructions was: “Whoever has ears to hear, listen.” 

(Mark 4:9) The Executive of London Conference set aside time to listen at its 

meeting on Wednesday, June 15th. Listening to the voices and experience of 

members of the LGBTQ community is one of the elements of the Affirming 

process. 

 

One of the voices heard was that of Rev. Karen Low, Chaplain at Western 

University. The evening before, Rev. Low had been one of the leaders at a 

vigil for victims of the Orlando shooting. She invited members of the 

Executive to imagine always wondering if it was safe to touch your loved one 

in public with a gentle caress, to hold your partner’s hand as you walked 

down the street, to venture forth as a family—parents with young children. 

Imagine already wondering that and then hearing about Orlando. 

 

We know United Church members are shocked and appalled by the events 

of the early morning of June 12th at The Pulse nightclub in Orlando. We also 

know United Church members do not confuse one troubled Islamic man with 

all Muslim people. We worry that United Church members might forget that 

the history of the Church (and indeed the present practice of some Christian 

traditions) has contributed to the judgement at the heart of this violence. 

And, so we write to you, at the direction of the Conference Executive, to 

invite all United Church members to listen— 

  

http://www.londonconference.ca/


Listen to the cries from Orlando and hold them in prayer… 

Listen to the fear this event understandably sparks in the LGBTQ 

community and in all who love them… 

Listen for the invitation to attend/participate in Pride events… 

Listen for the Spirit. 

  

Shalom, 

 

              

Rev. Kenji Marui                      Rev. Cheryl-Ann Stadelbauer-Sampa 

President                                 Executive Secretary 

 

Congregations interested in the Affirming process are invited to: Website 

http://affirmunited.ause.ca 
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